CHAPTER TEN

Panama and the United Nations

ON JASTUABY 2,1942, at the White House in Washington,
D. C, the Republic of Panama joined with twenty-
five other nations at war with the Axis in signing a formal
pledge not to make a separate peace or armistice with the
enemy, and declaring their aims to be "complete victory"
over "savage and brutal forces seeking to subjugate the
world."1 This ceremony marked the birth of the United
Nations* Originally the name designated the combination
of powers allied to defeat the Axis in the Second World
War, but as the conflict progressed and the certainty of
ultimate victory grew there developed the further concept
that the wartime "United Nations" could and should be
continued after hostilities ceased as a permanent inter-
national organization to preserve the peace thus won.
As plans for this general international organization
were being formulated there was much conjecture as to
the relationship which the American republics and their
regional system would bear to such a body.2 At various
wartime conferences Panama and the other Latin Ameri-
can states present in no sense participated as a collective
Latin American bloc. The vital issue was the speedy win-
ning of the war. A world-wide coalition had dedicated
itself to the attainment of that goal. Any ideas of regional-
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